AUTHOR'S  FOREWORD
THIS book is designed to appeal to all lawyers, bibliographers,
authors, publishers, and students of English literature, for it is
an attempt to fill a perhaps rather surprising gap in legal, literary,
and bibliographical literature. The history of the subject is one
that is generally unknown even to those most intimately connec-
ted with the production, distribution, and conservation of
recorded material.
To me it is a matter for wonder that such an extremely inter-
esting and important theme should have escaped attention as the
subject of a detailed and co-ordinated narrative, and I am glad to
have this opportunity of relating the story.
I have tried to concentrate on the general details and documen-
tation relevant to the subject from its inception to the present day
and to condense into these pages all the available essential in-
formation.
The topic here treated historically is still a live one, since it is
still from time to time the basis of heated controversy in the press,
affecting as it does scholars, publishers, booksellers, librarians,
and the public purse. It is hoped, therefore, that this work will
provide a documented background for any future controversy,
amendment, or reconsideration of the law as now in force.
I wish to express my gratitude to M. Henri Lemaitre for the
loan of his notes on the subject, to the Library Association for
approving and publishing this work, to Sir Frederic Kenyon,
who has read the proofs, made several helpful suggestions, and
graciously written a preface, and to the Library Association
adjudicators (Sir Frederic Kenyon and J. D. Cowley) for their
kind remarks on this work.
I am also much indebted to the Clerk and officials of the
Stationers' Company, the Secretary and the Librarian of Sion
College, Arundell Esdaile and other sympathetic officials at the
British Museum, H. A. C. Sturgess and A. R. Hewitt of the
Middle Temple Library, J. H. Pafford of the National Central
Library, B. M. Headicar (formerly Librarian, London School of
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